Minutes of an Interim Parish Meeting held in Dodford Village Hall on Wednesday 14th October 2026 at 7.30 pm.

Present:  John Marks, Janet Marks, Carol Summers, Jennie Fuller, Steve Moore,  Samantha Harding, Dave Robinson, Jan Murphy,Paul Russel, Kathy Farmer, Ian Farmer, Jane Meller, Toby Lievesley, Mary-Ellen Crothers, Samantha Graves, Peter Robinson, Colin Newton(Chairman), Denise Elliott ( Clerk)
Apologies for absence:  Apologies for absence were received from Brian Sturgess, Jan Rice, Peter Ashcroft, Richard Harvey
Report from Ward Councillors/Police There was no attendance by the Ward Councillors due to holiday and other committments. 
There were no issues identified which would require  intervention/escalation by our Ward Councillors.
The Minutes of the last meeting  The minutes of the previous meeting on 13th May 2026 were published on the new Parish website, and attendees were requested to read these minutes before attending in order to vote on their accuracy. It was proposed by Dave Robinson and seconded by John Marks that the minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 13th May 2026 be accepted as a true record, and this was unanimously agreed. The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
Matters Arising
The new gov.uk website launched in July 2026 has proved to be very user unfriendly, with much of its functionality as yet unable to be fully exploited. Fortunately it has been possible to publish Parish meeting minutes and agendas, together with some local news items, thereby meeting the most basic needs upon which the website was created. 
The West Northants. Council Regulation 19 Local Plan was issued for consultation on 5th October 2026. This latest version has not been responsive to our previous request to have our service provision scoring adjusted to  reflect only those services provided within the confines of Dodford village. This revised approach to service provision would have resulted in a significantly lower score, and a re-categorisation of Dodford as  ‘Small Settlements/Hamlets’. The Chairman undertook to pursue this further with the relevant directorate within West Northants. Council.
The new ditch constructed alongside the eastbound slip road to the A45 has not resolved the concerns about sewage contaminated groundwater flowing down the highway towards Dodford village. Highways closed down the case during the hottest and driest summer on record, however with groundwater levels now rising, Dodford Parish Meeting have reserved their position on the matter until the effects of winter rainfall can be properly assessed.    

Report from Dodford Village Hall
The Chairman welcomed Peter Robinson to the meeting in his new role as Chairman of the village hall management committee.
The income from the village hall during the reporting period was £3049, with expenditure of £1702, resulting in an excess of income over expenditure of £1347 and a resulting bank balance of £15,358 as at the date of the meeting.
The Chairman of the VH management committee thanked his colleagues Jan Marks, Samantha Graves, Steve Moore and Dave Robinson for their assistance.
Cook and Thornton Educational Trust
Since the last report bank interest of £14.66 had been received up to 9th September 2026, resulting in a revised balance at the bank of £5821.54. The treasurer advised the meeting that postal delays had not enabled a bank balance to be obtained for 30th September 2026, advising that between 9th September 2026 and 30th September 2026, rental income of £329 had been received from Holbourn House Day Nursery, and a small amount of credit interest would also be due.
Interim Parish Meeting Accounts to 30th September 2026
Income:								£
Precept from West Northamptonshire Council	4/26		1500.00
Precept from West Northamptonshire Council 9/26		1500.00

Total Income							3000.00

Cheques issued since 1st April 2026:
452	NCALC Annual Subscription		292.97
453	Zurich Insurance				303.16
454	NPower					142.71
455	Spoiled					  NIL
456	Parish Online				240.00
457	NPower			 		  85.31	
						
Total Expenditure:						1064.15									
Bank:
Balance brought forward on 1 April 2026	3896.33	
Add excess of Income over Expenditure          1935.85
Balance at Bank on 30th September 2026	5832.18

Note:

£2500.00  held in General Fund
£3332.18  held in Contingency Reserve

It was proposed by Jane Meller and seconded by Kathy Farmer that the Interim Parish Meeting accounts, and the issue of the above cheques should be approved, this was unanimously agreed.

Parish Precept (1st April 2027 - 31st March 2028)
Expenditure to 30th September 2026:						      1064
Expected spend to 31 March 2027:		
Electricity  Oct 26, Jan.27 (2 Quarters)		  	 		        230
Total actual + expected spend							      1294
Add contingency for street light replacement				      1250

Total anticipated spend to 31st March 2027		 			    £2544
Based on previous experience, and allowing for inflation, expenditure during the year 27/28 is estimated to be a maximum of £2750.
The contingency of £1250 provided in the precept for the previous year for a possible street light replacement was not used, hence our balance at the bank has increased significantly, and a healthy contingency reserve is now in place to cover any unforeseen expense during the precept period. Against this more financially secure background, it is proposed that a precept of £2750 should be sought from WNC for the year 2027/2028, this figure being inclusive of a further contingency of £1250 to cover another possible, unforeseen street light failure during the precept period. 
In the event that our street lighting continues its reliable performance trajectory, and the contingency is subsequently not used, this should inflate our bank balance to a level which would substantially, if not fully, fund a full street light replacement programme.
 When our street lights begin to fail individually, and randomly, difficult procurement decisions will be needed concerning the high individual light replacement costs Vs. the economies of scale benefits achievable with a full replacement programme. 
It was proposed by Peter Robinson and seconded by Samantha Graves that a precept of £2750 should be sought from West Northamptonshire Council for the financial year 1st April 2027 - 31st March 2028, this was unanimously agreed.


Chairman’s Report

The National Scheme of Delegation
The meeting were briefed on the far reaching changes to the determination of planning applications which will be implemented when the National Scheme of Delegation becomes effective on 1st November 2026. With no formal briefings as yet been given to the Parishes, the full implications of the scheme will be communicated when available.
The Chairman expressed his concern that under the new scheme his ability to exert influence on planning decisions, and achieve positive planning outcomes for the Parish would effectively be taken away.
Planning Applications
Two planning applications had been received during the reporting period relating to a potential new build property at Holmleigh, and a re-issue of two previous applications for a traveller site adjacent to the Grand Union Canal near Dodmoor House.
The Chairman advised that written objections had been submitted for both applications, and that the call in requests submitted for both applications had been accepted for determination by a planning committee.
Drainage Ditch behind The Green
The meeting were advised that the Chairman had written to Highways in July 2026 challenging the basis upon which an enforcement letter had been sent to owner of land to the east of the properties on The Green. A response was received on 14th October 2026 accepting the evidence provided that the excavations involved clearance of an existing silted ditch, not a new ditch as was alleged. The issue of flooding onto Brockhall Road will be the subject of a forthcoming Highways investigation.
Vegetation Clearance
Three separate sections of the Dodford brook have been identified as in need of clearance to speed up the egress of storm water. Two Fix my Street reports have been filed for the sections in the village, these being the sections which were originally highway fords before the metalled roads were constructed. The Chairman advised that he had discussed the easterly running section along Weedon Lane beyond The White House with the landowner who will be arranging for clearance of this particularly congested section. 
Pedestrian Crossing/Speed Signs- A45
The Chairman advised that a further attempt to improve A45 pedestrian safety via a central refuge had once again failed, as had previous requests for a pedestrian crossing.
The flashing 40mph sign directly opposite the driveway of ‘Hilltops’ property, The Maples, had been destroyed in a traffic collision. A request by the Chairman to exploit this opportunity to have the new sign relocated 100 yards to the east had been refused by Highways. The request centred on the fact that the self sufficient solar powered sign had no utility connection dependence, and hence would be better placed well before the hazard of the Hilltop properties. The current location, directly opposite the driveway of the first Hilltop property does not provide an opportunity to slow down before reaching the hazard. The Chairman undertook to pursue this further, possibly involving the Police and Fire Commissioner’s office who promote road safety initiatives.     
Social Events
The Chairman recorded what a good year it had once again been for village social events, thanking those involved in the organisation of events for their hard work and community spirit.
Any other Business
The accumulation of litter alongside our roads was raised as a concern. The Chairman undertook to organise a litter pick as had been done in previous years.
Speeding into, and through the village, primarily by clients of the day nursery was raised as a concern. The Chairman agreed to raise this with the manager of Holbourn House Day Nursery.
Slow broadband speeds continue to be a problem in Dodford, particularly at Willow End. It was suggested that this may further support our attempts to be downgraded within the Settlements Hierarchy. The uncertainties about how broadband will be provided once land lines are discontinued was raised as an ongoing concern , especially for the many vulnerable members in our ageing community.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.00


						
 Chairman								Clerk	






