Minutes of an Annual Parish Meeting held in Dodford Village Hall on Wednesady 13th May 2026 at 7.30 pm.
Present:, Jane Meller, Steve Moore,  John Marks, Janet Marks, Jennie Fuller, Dave Robinson, Kathy Farmer, Ian Farmer, Graham Minett  Colin Newton (Chairman), Denise Elliott (Clerk). 

1) Report from Ward Councillors
Apologies were offered on behalf of Ward Councillor Frost.
Cllr. Hastie read to the meeting the West Northants. Council Annual Report, 	together with our Ward Councillor’s objections to the recent Draft local Plan, 	highlighting the significantly higher percentage of the revised Central 	Government housing supply burden now expected of Primary and Secondary 	Service Villages. The increased burden on local infrastructure and roads 	was 	emphasised, and recommendations had been made for villages already closer 	to established  infrastructure to be prioritised; Deanshanger was identified as 	one such village.
Cllr. Hastie advised the meeting about the relentless work which he had jointly 	carried out with the Chairman to seek a resolution to the unacceptable issue 	of sewage contaminated water flowing down into Dodford village, indicating  	the lack of action, or acceptance of responsibility of various WNC directorates 	since the issue was first reported to WNC Environmental Health in July 2024.
Cllr. Hastie undertook to continue making representations to WNC for a 	pedestrian crossing across the increasingly busy A45. 

2) Apologies for absence: were received from Denise Minett, Alan Meller, 	Brian 	Sturgess

 3) The Minutes of the last meeting were read to the meeting by the Clerk. It was 	proposed by Dave Robinson and seconded by Jennie Fuller that these be 	accepted as a true record, and this was unanimously agreed.

4)  Matters Arising: There were no significant matters arising from the minutes 	of the previous meeting.

5) Report from Dodford Village Hall: The Chairman of the Village Hall 	Management Committee reported a total income since the last report of £4896, 	expenditure of £5157, with an excess of expenditure over income of £261. 	The balance at the bank as at 12th May 2026 was reported as £13,945.

6)	Cook and Thornton Educational Trust The Chairman advised that a 	replacement trustee will be needed following the retirement of Rev.Barbara 	Gallagher; this is expected to be our newly appointed replacement Vicar. 
Since the last report, bank interest of £16.17 had been received, together with 	rental income of £881 from Holbourn House Day Nursery, which when added to 	the previous bank balance of £4909.71 at 30th September 2025, resulted in a 	bank balance as at 31st March 2026 of £5806.88


7) AGAR Report The Chairman advised that the Annual Governance and 	Accountability Return had been completed on 29th April 2026, and received 	formal approval from our auditor on 30th April 2026.
The audit was completed satisfactorily,confirming that we had performed well 	in all areas of internal control, including, but not limited to Bookkeeping, Risk 	Management, Budget setting and monitoring, control of the asset register, 	asset and public liability insurance, bank reconciliations, communications and 	general compliance with legal requirements.
To enhance compliance with assertion 10, the auditor recommended the 	creation 	of a Dodford Parish Meeting, Gov.uk website, in addition to using the 	noticeboard and other communication methods; the Chairman confirmed that a 	supplier had already been instructed, and our website is currently being 	prepared at an introductory price of £240 pa, increasing to £360 from year 2 	onwards. It was also recommended that a further attempt be made to regiser 	for recovery of VAT. 
The Public Rights period, during which records may, by prior appointment be 	inspected, will run from 3rd June 2026 to 14th July 2026. The Public Rights 	notice and relevant supporting documents will be displayed for a minimum of 	14 days on the village notice board from 1st June 2026, with a notification on 	the Dodford Village WhatsApp group.  

8) Audited Parish Meeting Accounts:  The Chairman presented audited accounts for the period 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2026, with an precepted income of £2600, expenditure of £3099.20, resulting in a balance at the bank as at 31st March 2026 of £3896.33, of which  £1396.33 is held in the general fund, and £2500.00 held in the contingency reserve. 
 
9)  Cheques issued/ On-line Payments: The following cheques had been issued since the last meeting:-      
442		NCALC						   £285.01
443		Royal Mail						   £445.80
444		Zurich Insurance					  £129.37

445		Zeta Technova					  £390.00

446		Amber Screen & Print				    £48.00

447		C R Newton (Parish Laptop)			  £335.78

448		C R Newton (Parish Keyboard & Mouse)	    £27.39

449		NPower						  £157.72

450		Dodford Village Hall					  £750.00

451		C R Newton (Petty Cash)				    £50.00

On-Line Payments

NPower Invoice IN3830736FP					  £136.33
NPower Invoice IN14160781FP					    £97.44
NPower Invoice IN13830789FP					    £88.16

The Chairman provided explanations for the reimbursement payments he had received during the period, explaining that certain purchases could not be made by the issue of a dual signed Parish Meeting cheque.

It was proposed by Graham Minett and seconded by Horace Marks that approval should be given for the Chairman to sign the official AGAR forms to confirm that all requirements had been met, and that the audited Parish Meeting Accounts, Cheques Issued and on-line payments should be approved, this was unanimously agreed.

   10)   Chairman’s Report: 
During the reportingperiod two planning applications had been received for conversion of outbuildings at the grade 2 listed Porch House to be converted into residential accomodation. The application relating to the utilitarian concrete barn had subsequently been withdrawn and is expected to be re-issued to match the style of the other outbuilding conversion.
The Chairman reported that the rejection in 2025 of the application for a traveelr site adjacent to the Grand Union Canal had not been appealed, but advised the meeting that Alpacas and Lamas are now being kept on this application site.
The Parish Meeting response to the draft Local Plan included a request to be re-categorised under the Settlements Hierarchy to “Small Settlements/Hamlets. This request highlighted that previously the service provision criteria used was for services provided in the Parish of Dodford, and not within the confines of Dodford Village. A request had therefore been made to amend our service provision scoring to services provided within village confines.
The Flood Group recently held their final meeting which recognised the need for vulnerable property owners in low lying areas to take responsibility for implementing flood control measures to protect their homes, since exceptional rainfall events can neither be predicted or controlled.
The Chairman reported that, on a second attempt, he had sucessfully organised the repair to the leaking water main adjacent to the memorial bench. Anglian Water had, six months previously, denied responsibility, with the result that substantial volumes of drinking water had unnecessarily been lost over a six month period.
The leakage of sewage contaminated ground water remains unresolved some 22 months since it was reported to WNC Environmental Health. The Chairman reported that he had written a formal letter to Councillor Mark Arnull, Leader of WNC, advising that unless definitve solutions were offered, the matter would be reported in the local press and referred to Stuart Andrew MP. With no progress since writing to Cllr. Arnull, the meeting attendees voted unanimously to contact the local press and our MP.
The Roadmender repairs carried out near the salt bin below the A45 had remained intact and serviceable having survived exposure to the harsh elements during the Winter months; by contrast, many of the conventional tarmac repairs failed repeatedly.
Our street lighting installed in 2020 remains reliably serviceable with no failures yet experienced. The Chairman reminded the meeting about the need to build up a reserve sufficient to fund an eventual replacement programme.
On-Line banking using the Nat West Bankline system proved to be unworkable and has since been abandoned in favour of conventional dual signatory cheque payments.
The Chairman reported that in order to comply with the new assertion 10 audit requirement, it had become necessay to purchase a dedicated, Parish owned laptop, and to create a Gov.uk email address to keep Parish correspondence separate from personal mail. 
The Chairman reflected on another good year for social events in the village, expressing his thanks for the hard work of the organisers.
Our PCSO had, prior to the meeting, requested the Chairman to ask attendees to be vigilant during hot summer weather, taking care not to leave windows open when away from their homes, and to lock up tools and garden equipment in sheds, garages and outbuildings.

	 


11) 	Election of Officers 
	No new nominations were received for the roles of Chairman and Clerk. 
It was propsed by Horace Marks, and seconded by Graham Minett that Colin Newton be re-elected as Chairman, this was unanimously agreed.
It was proposed by Dave Robinson, and seconded by Jennie Fuller that Denise Elliott be re-elected as Clerk, this was unanimously agreed.
	
12)	Any other Business 
           There being no further matters raised, the meeting closed at 21.45 hrs.



Chairman								Clerk


				   









